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| AN ITALIAN NEUS SERVICE REPORTED TODAY THAT ONE OF THE
WITNESSES IN THE RECENT INVESTIGATION INTO RIGHT-WING COUP PLANS
IN ITALY HAS ACCUSED THE US SIXTH FLEET OF HAVING BEEN READY
TO SUPPORT THE ABORTED 1970 PLOT HATCHED BY THE LATE PRINCE
BORGHESE TO OVERTHROW THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. THE US EMBASSY
DENIED THE REPORT TODAY.
THE WITNESS REPORTEDLY TOLD ITALIAN SECRET SERVICE AGENTS--

IN THE COURSE OF A CONFESSION--THAT THE FLEET WAS ANCHORED OFF-

SHORE READY TO BACK THE COUP- BUT SET OUT TO SEA WHEN THE ATTEXPT
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TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE THIS IS THE FIRST TINE THAT ONE
OF THE ACCUSED CONSPIRATORS HAS TRIED TO INPLICATE THE US. HA
LEFT-WING YEEKLY MAGAZINE. HOUEVER. HAD PREVIOUSLY CHARGED THAT
FORMER AMBASSADOR MARTIN AND AN ASSISTANT MILITARY ATTACHE HAD A

~ HAND TN THE PLANS.

THE ACCUSATION PROBABLY UTLL PUT THE BORGHESE AFFATR BACK ON THE
FRONT PAGES IN ITALY. INTEREST IN THE AFFAIR HAD PEAKED IN EARLY
NOVENBER WHEN FORMER INTELLIGENCE CHIEF MICELI WAS ARERESTED
FOR ALLEGED COMPLICITY.

THE TMCIDENT COULD ALSO REINFORCE THE REMCENT TENDENCY IN
TTALY--ESPECTALLY SINCE' THE REVELATIONS OF ALLEGED US IMVOLVE-
MENT IN CHILE-~To BELIEVE THE WORST ABOUT THE US. ELENMENTS OF
THE LEFT HAVE ENCOURAGED THIS» WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY TAKING THE
LEAD IN URSING THE GOVERNMENT TO STEER CLEAR OF "FOEREIGN INTER-
FERENCE.™ E-2 IMPDET.d |
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